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The value of the Poor, the Duties owing to them 
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Advertizement. 


T H E following diſcourſe 
is publiſhed at the requeſt of the 
Managers of the Gravel-Lane 
Free-School, for the benefit of 
which it was preached. It has 
no claim either to novelty or 
elegance. The author thinks, 
however, that it contains ſome | 
important Truths, and humbly 
hopes, with the bleſſing of God, 


it may be uſeful, 
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ONLY THEY WOULD TEA 
WE SHOULD REMEMBER 
THE POOR. —— 


P OVERT Vis a ſtate which muſt, 
| doubtleſs, excite commiſeration. At 
the recital of it's many hardſhips, privations 
tand mileries, there is no feeling boſom, but, 
will heave a ſigh, — no compaſſionate nature, 
but, will drop a tear. In the circumſtances 
7 of the lower claſſes of mankind, there are 
navy things, that, naturally, demand our 
ich. They are encompaſſed by a ſet of eyils 
; peculiar to their ſituation, —by evils, which 
3 it is the duty of thoſe, Who are bleſſed with 
hc bounties of Providence, to endeavour 
to remove. The rich and luxurious, Who 


A | B | occupy 
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occupy the fplendid eminences of life, 
ſhould look down, with ſome concern, on the 
multitudes who are doomed to toil and ſtrug- 
gle, in the humble vale beneath them and 
eſteem their abundance unſanctiſied, unleſs, 
a ſuitable portion of it be offered up on the 
altar of charity, To have, indeed, the power 
of alleviating the diſtreſſes of humanity, and 
not to exert it.—is to evince ourſelves, alt o- 
gether, unworthy of the divine truſt repoſed 
in us. Our hearts muſt be wholly deſtitute 
of every amiable and worthy ſentiment, if 
we can paſs, with inſenſibility, by the door 
and couch of the poor ;—if we can hear their 
cries unmoved, and deny them our aſſiſtance 
in the hour of penury and ſorrow. It 
would give me no little pain, to think, that, 
I was addreſſing myſelf to any ſuch, this 
day; becauſe this is a character, not only, o- 
dious in itſelf, but, meriting peculiar oppro- 
brium in a Chriſtian profeſſor. 


For, how ſtrongly, is beneficence to the 
pocr inculcated, how pathetically, is it re- 
commended, in the Goſpel of Chriſt! To 
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their intereſt no religious ſyſtem was, ever, ſo 


friendly. It's divine author, both, in his life 


and doctrines, appears, to have made it a 
principal object, to vindicate their impor- 
tance, to ſerve their cauſe, and to promote 
their happineſs.—Behold him, when he 
came down from heaven on the glorious 
work of redemption, —cafting his lot among te 


ö poor ; for this reaſon, no doubt among others, 


that we ſhould not, henceforth, deſpite them, 
but reſpect that ſtation, which he deigned to 
occupy, as uſeful and honourable !—Behold 
him, preaching his Goſpel to them (a to cn. 


| vince us, of the equal value of their ſouls! 


And, moreover, exciting us to the diſcharge 
of all good offices towards them, by Alu- 
ing us, that, he will efteem and reward, every 
act of kindneſs done to them, as if it! was 
conferred, perſonally, on himſelf! na 
much as ye have done it unto one of the leaft e of 5 
theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto mòt i 


| : As 171 
From the warm manner, in which, our 
Benevolent Redeemer, thus, took- ub heir 
5 e213 510257} 
(6) Math, xxv. 40. 
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= 
cauſe, the attention of his church was ſoon 
directed towards them; and charity came, 
carly, to be numbered, among the mort emi- 


nent chriſtian virtues. 


The humble circumſtances of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's life, combined, with the amiable 
precepts of his word, wrought up the apol- 
tles and primitive chriſtians, to peculiar ten- 
derneſs and compaſſion ; and while they 
were induſtrious in propagating the doc: 


trines of their great maſter, they made re- 


peated contributions, for the benefit of 


his earthly relations, — T I E POOR. 


Though the church, at this period, was far 
from being, in an oppulent ſtate, conſiderable 
ſums, we have reaſon to believe, were raiſed 


for them ;—officers were appointed, to ſuper- 


intend the diſtribution, and great was their 


care, that, all ſuitable relief ſhould be ad- 


miniſtered, to the wants and exigences of 


their afflited and indigent brethren, 


In this the primitive chriſtians have ſet 
before us, a moſt noble example, and, ſince, 
we profeſs to be actuated by the ſame glori- 

| Out 
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© E ous principles, which warmed, expanded 
'Y and ſoftened their hearts, it is, to be hoped, 
£ | that, with the grace of God, We ſhall be led 
; 1 to a laudable imitation of them. 


= To promote an object, ſo truly deſirable, 
and, to call forth every generous ſentiment 
. behalf of the Poor, allow me to obſerve, 
4 hat they have an undeniable claim upon 
is, and that if we fairly argue the; matter, 
Rye ſhall find ourſelves, to be, in many 
Wreſpetts, their debtors, Not only are they 


@bcings poſſeſſed of the ſame common nature, 


the creatures of the ſame God. the bene- 
fciaries of the {ame providence,—and the 

redeemed of the ſame Saviour, but are like- 
: bwiſe, though held in contempt by the proud 
Wand unfecling, a valuable and reſpectable 
part of the community, 


= They are a claſs of mankind, eſſentially, 
i” eceſſary to the ſubſiſtance and well-being 
gol ſociety, We may deſcribe them as the 
foundation: ſtones of the political edifice.— 
7 Jas the ſupport, of all that is magnificent 
A 5 hand beautiful, in the ſuperſtructure. The 
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cauſe, the attention of his church was ſoon 


directed towards them; and charity came, 
carly, to be numbered, among the moſt emi- 


nent chriſtian virtues. 


The humble circumſtances of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's life, combined, with the amiable. 


precepts of his word, wrought up the apol- 


tles and primitive chriſtians, to peculiar ten- 


derneſs and compaſhon; and while they 
were induſtrious in propagating the docs 
trines of their great maſter, they made re- 
peated contributions, for the benefit of 
his earthly relations,. — T II E POOR. 
Though the church, at this period, was far 
from being, in an oppulent ſtate, conſiderable 
ſums, we have reaſon to believe, were raiſed 
for them ;—officers were appointed, to ſuper- 
intend the diſtribution, and great was their 
care, that, all ſuitable relief ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered, to the wants and exigences of 
their afflicted and indigent brethren, 


In this the primitive chriſtians have ſet 


before us, a moſt noble example, and, ſince, 


we profeſs to be actuated by the ſame glori- 
Re ous 


5 
ous principles, which warmed, expanded 
and ſoftened their hearts, it is, to be hoped, 


that, with the grace of God, we ſhall be led 
to a laudable imitation of them. 


To promote an object, ſo truly deſirable, 
and, to call forth every generous ſentiment 
in behalf of the Poor, allow me to obſerve, 
that they have an undeniable claim upon 


us, and that if we fairly argue the matter, 
we ſhall find ourſelves, to be, in many 


reſpects, their debtors. Not only are they 
beings poſſeſſed of the ſame common nature, 
| —the creatures of the ſame God. the bene- 
ficiaries of the {ame providence,—and the 
_ redeemed of the {ame Saviour, but are like- 
wiſe, though held in contempt by the proud 
and unfecling, a valuable and reſpeQable 
part of the community, 


They are a claſs of mankind, eſſentially, 
neceſſary to the ſubſiſtance and well-being 
of ſociety, We may deſcribe them as the 
foundation-ſtones of the political edifice, — 
as the ſupport, of all that is magnificent 
and beautiful, in the ſuperſtructure. The 
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virtuous and induſtrious poor are the riches 
and ſtrength of a ſtate, Our obligations to 
them are infinite, The neceſlaries, comforts 
and luxuries of life, are the fruit of their 

care and labour. By the ſweat of their 
brow—we eat our bread; to their exertions 
—we owe the advantages of trade and com. 
merce; and to their valour and blood, — 
the liberty and peace of our country. It 
avould, indeed, be an endleſs taſk, to enume- 
rate all the benefits which they confer on 
the ſeveral orders of the community. Of 
the numerous conveniencies and delightful 
accommodations of ſocial life, the far greater. 
part, muſt be conſidered as their production. 


Nor is this all: but they often procure 
them for us at the expence of the moſt cruel. 
privations. Our eaſe is the frequent effect of 
their toils, —our pleaſures of their pains—and 
our abundance of their wants. Whatever be 
our condition, on them, we are, daily, de- 
pendant, Deprivedof theiraid, the moſt noble 
and affluent, could poſſeſs, but, mean diſtincti- 
on and penurious enjoyment, Annihilate the 
” - Poor, 
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Poor, and, you at once deſtroy—the value of 


riches;— the ſuperb and captivating appen- 
dages of greatneſs would vaniſh—and, the 


pleaſures which dance in it's train would be 


ſeen no more, *Tis from the inhabitants of 


the cottage that the palace has it's birth; 


—'tis from their hands that it's magnificence, 
elegance and ſplendor proceed tis from 
their ſuffrage that the honors of it's exalted 
owner receive their value Land from their 


| ſupport are his conſequence and power 


derived. 


Now, from the utility and importance of 
the Poor, as. members of ſociety, I would 
argue their right to our benevolent attention 
and regard, So valuable a body of men 


ought not to be treated with negle& or un- 


kindneſs. The bleſſings which we receive 


from them do, unqueſtionably, claim a return, 
E they claim, in my humble epinion, ſome- 


thing more than our, merely, paying them, in 
the ordinary way, for their ſervices. For, it 
ought to be remembered, that this, in many 
inſtances, is far from being, an adequate com- 

penſation- 
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penſation. The good, which we render to 
them, as a body, bears but a ſmall propor- 
tion to the good, which their united in- 
duſtry and labours confer upon us; ſo that 
there remains, after all, a large debt of 


Charity to be diſcharged. 


That there are certain duties owing, from 
the ſuperior to the inferior orders of ſociety, 
is, ſufficiently, evident from what has already 
been advanced. It remains, however, to be 
conſidered, What thoſe duties are? or what 
are the returns which our obligations to the 


poor demand? 


This enquiry, will admit a very 


eaſy ſolution, upon the principle of the 
reciprocation of benefits. If they beſtow 
bleſſings on us, which, we could not eaſily 


procure for ourſelves, we are, doubtleſs, 


bound in return, to afford them that good, the 


procuring of which, their ſtate and circum- 
ſtances, render difficult or impoſſible. IWe 


are members one of another ; (a) we are mu- 
tually dependant, and this will lead us to a 


clear conception of our reſpective duties. 
(a) Ep. iv. 28. Juſtice 


1 


1 


Juſtice, as well as humanity, requires us 
in the FIRST PLACE to remember, with a 
feeling heart the humble circumſtances of 
our poor brethren, to adminiſter to their 
comſorts, to relieve their preſſing wants, 
—and to ſuccour them, under the many 
evils and misfortunes, to which, they are; 
peculiarly obnoxious, - 


No man, I am ſure, can heſitate, in allow= 
ing their claim to his charitable aſſiſtance, 


ik he reflects, how largely they contribute, 
by their labours, to his own and the general 
happineſs, and how many diſtreſſes and 
miſeries are brought upon them, in diſcharg- 
ing the arduous and painful duties of their 
ſtation! Survey the various calamities 
which wait on virtuous poverty, and, then, 
aſk your hearts, if it be not entitled to your 
benevolence? Have not the ſick the in- 
firm, — the aged, and the wounded among 
the poor they who have maimed their 
bodies, worn down their ſtrength, —embit- 
tered life and cut off the means of their 
future ſubſiſtance in your ſervice, an equitable 
demand upon you? Have they not an un- 

C | doubted 
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doubted right both to your pity, and to a 
portion of your fubſtance? Are ye to en- 


Joy the ſmiles of fortune, and to baſk in the 


ſun-ſhine of Proſperity, while theſe, by 


whom, under Providence, your life is made 


comfortable and your riches a bleſſing, are 


to be left comfortleſs,—left to groan out 


their days in miſery without participating 


of that good which their induſtry has been 


the means of procuring? Are the hounties 
of Nature your ſole property? Is nothing 


to be attended to but—your enjoyment ? 


The induſtrious poor, around you, ought, 
moſt aſſuredly, to be the objects of your 
tenderneſs, It is your duty to conſult 


their welfare, and not to act, as many afflu- 


ent perſons do, eſpecially, in an inſtance, 


which I'muſt beg leave to mention, with 


little feeling towards them. Satisfying them- 
ſelves with having a right in law, they aſk 


not the queſtion; Whether they have a right 


too upon the principles of humanity ?—but 


invade, without the leaſt concern, the 


ſcanty comforts of the poor, How 
common is it in the country to ſee thoſe 
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who riot in all the profuſion of riches, 


inattentive to the exigencies of thoſe beneath 


them, and for the ſake—of opening a proſ- 


pect, extending a lawn, or—enlarging a 


park, pulling down the lowly dwellings of 


their indigent neighbours, hereby forcing 
them, either to ſeek refuge in the pariſh 
work-houſe, or to abandon, for ever, their 


friends and native ſoil ! 


Without expreſſing any pity, for thoſe, 
whom they turn upon the wide world, 
they plead, in excuſe ſor this cruelty, that 
the cottages were their own and that they 
may do with them as they pleaſe. Did they, 
however, reflect, how much they are indebt- 
ed to the humble inhabitants, they muſt be 
convinced that they are not to be juſtified in 
any legal exerciſe of power which involves 


them in the greateſt inconveniencies and 


diſtreſs. The poor, who have cultivated 


and enriched their domains, are entitled to 
their care; nor can I eſteem it, any thing 


leſs than injuſtice, upon the mere plea of 
power, to deprive them of their little 


accommodations. 
e Inſtead 
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Inftcad of demoliſhing thofe lowly roofs, : 
under which, Poverty takes up her reſi- 
dence, it is the duty of the rich to illumi- 
nate and chear them with the rays of their 
charity, * When the paor, around them 


require fuccour, with pleaſure ſhould they 


beſtow it. Experiencing their utility they 


ought nat to withold frum them their bene- 


ficence. It behoves them to be tender- 
hearted and merciful; (a) to do good and to 
communicate ; (o) to be eyes to the blind, feet ta 


the lame and friends to the Poor. (c) 


Nor, 


(e) Eph. vi. 32. () Heb, xiii, 16. (e) Job. xxix. 13. 


* Perhaps this inconfiderable performance may 


never Fall into the hands of thoſe, whom, the 


author ardently wiſhes he could influence by the 
above remarks, He preſumes to hope, however, that 
the hints he has here thrown out, will be taken up 


by ſome writer of more conſequence, and thereby 


engage the attention of our country-gentlemen ; 
who, he thinks, are not tobe vindicated in their 


wanton deſlruction of the houſes of the Poor. 


(313) 


Nor, ought their liberality to be confined 
within a narrow circle, Common juſtice 
requires them to contribute to the ſupport 
of PUBLIC CHARITIES. For let them 
conſider, that, they, not only, lie under great 
obligations to thoſe who immediately ſerve 
them, but——te the whole body of the poor. 
'Tis to the labours of thouſands and tens of 
thouſands that they are indebted for the ma- 
ny elegancies and comforts which ſurround 
them. To the poor, therefore, in the aggre- 
gate, they owe ſome returns, and of courſe, 
are bound to keep up thoſe inſtitutions 
(ſuch as hoſpitals, infirmaries, ſchools, &c.) 
which reſpect— the poor at large. Would 
to God, that all, who are bleſſed with afflu- 
ence, would take up the ſubje& in this view! 
With the power, may they have the incli- 
nation, to ſuccour diſtreſs, and to ſatisfy 
the afflifted ſoul! | 


Think not, however, that this is a duty, 
Which, ſolely, appertains to the man of riches, 
It behoves us all, as far as our circumſtances 
will allow us, to diſtribute to the neceſlities 
of our fellow creatures. As men and as 
| Chriſtians 


( 
Chriſtians we ſhould put on the bowels of mercy; 
d) remembering them that are in bonds as bound 


= with them and them which ſuffer adverſity, as 
1 being ourſelves alſo in the body. (e) We ſhould 
[| be prepared unto every good work, , and 
; . chearfully lend our aid, to leſſen thoſe 
Is burdens, which, frequently, oppreſs the 
J indigent. : | 
; | Our duty, however, to the Poor does not, 
11 merely, conſiſt in adminiſtring to their bodily 


wants, but, as we would, obſerve in the 
5 NEXT PLACE, it is incumbent upon us, 
to have reſpect in our charities, to their 


2 


ſpiritual neceſſities. Here they, more eſpeci- 
ally, demand our aid. Poverty is the parent 
of ignorance and ignorance of many ſpiritual 


evils. Men, who are obliged to conſtant 
labour, to procure the meat that perifſheth ; have 
their thoughts diverted from purſuing that 
which endureth to everlaſting life. Their indi- 


gence obſtrutts their mental improvement. 


|. Perſwaded of this, we ſhould endeavour, to 
| afford them relief, by thole kind of chari- 
| ties, 


13 i col. iii. 12. (e) Heb, xili. 3. (f) 2 Tim. ii. 21. 


6160 
ties, which tend to the promotion of religious 
knowledge among them. Eſteeming their 


ſouls, —equally precious with our own,— 
equally intereſted, in the Goſpel falvation,— 
we ſhould do our part, to lead them to a 


ſerious acquaintance with the truth, as it is in 
Jeſus. . | 
Since our Bleſſed Lord has aſſured US,— 
that his Goſpel was deſigned for the Poor ; we 
ſhould ſtrive to forward his gracious in- 
tentions, by preſenting it to them, and by 


preparing, as far as we can, their untaught 


minds, for it's reception. While they ſerve 
us, in things, which, have a reference to 
this world, let us repay the obligation, by 
ſerving them, in that, which, relates to their 
| happineſs in the world to come. Anxious 
ſhould we be, to promote their eternal inter- 
eſt,—to bring them to Chriſt and to a ſaving 
acquaintance with him ;—that, when the 
trials of this probationary ſcene are conclu- 
ded, they may be taken to the boſom of 
their father, and participate of the felicities 
of that ſtate, where, all the virtuous among 
the rich and poor will meet together, 

| But 
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But that, to which I would PRINCIPAL: - 


LY direct your conſideration as falling in, 
more immediately, with the occaſion of the 


_ preſent diſcourſe 1s—the duty we owe the poor, 


reſpecting the care and education of their children. 


The infant poor, peculiarly, ſtand in need 


of inſtruction, nor can any charities be more 


worthy of ſupport, than thoſe, which have 


in view, their moral and religious improve- 
ment. Doomed to the toils and drudgeries 
of life, their parents are, either, without abi- 
lities or opportunities, to cultivate their ten- 
der minds. With atkculty, they provide for 
the ſubliſtance of their children. To their 


neceſſities, as rational and immoital creat- 


ures, they can beſtow little, attention. 
Their minds are, neither, ex tied, to the 
purſuit of knowledge nor their hearts, to 
the love of virtue. The ſeaſon of youth 
paſſes in neglett and when they arrive at 
years of maturity, their ſouls reſemble an 
uncultivated waſte, preſenting nothing to 
the view, but weeds, thorns and briars. 


If, now, we have any concern for the 
indigent, 


„ 


indigent, or ſor the happineſs of the riſing 
generation, we mult, certainly, look upon it, 


as an eſſential part of our duty, as ſocial 


beings, to aſſiſt our poor brethren in the 


education of their children. Incompetent 
to it, of themſelves, to aid them in it, is the 


proper object of charity. We ſhould deviie 


the moſt likely means of ſerving them, taking 


into our conſideration, their particular cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations, 


In our manufattoring towns, where the 
children, at a very early period, are taken to 
Join their parents in a conſtant round of in- 


duſtry, ſix days of the week, in order to con- 


; | P 2 ; 
tribute to their maintmnance and ſupport,— 


in theſe places, we muſt highly applaud the 


introduction of SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


They leem, admirably, calculated for infuling 
into the minds of the infant poor, ſome ſenſe 
of religion, and for affording them inſtruc- 
tion in thoſe important matters, of which, 
they muſt, otherwiſe, molt probably, cver, 
remain ignorant, I think them, therefore, in 
thoſe places, to deſerve peculiar encourage- 

5 -.- "ment; 
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ment, and, perhaps, if the plan was generally 
extended, it might be produttive of many 


advantages, 


But I ſpeak not this, to the diſparagement 
of other charities, So far from it, that 1 
eſteem every inſtitution ſet on foot for the 


purpoſe of aſſiſting the lower ranks of man- 


kind, in the education of their offspring, as 


having a ſtrong claim to ſupport. Tho' 
conducted on different plans, they have all 
the ſame laudable object. And, when, we 
take into our conſideration the miſerable and 
helpleſs condition of thoſe idividuals, for 
whole relief, they are intended, if we have 


one grain of compaſhon, we cannot, refuſe 


them our afiiſtance, They are deligned for 


the tuition of beings, about to enter upon a 
World full of fin and peril, —deſtitute of pro- 
per guardians and direttors,—having none 


to admoniſh them of the ſnares and tempta- 


tions to which they will be expoſed, none 
io conduct their erring ſteps into the paths of 


truth, or to teach them—2he fear of the Lord. 


Their ſouls, capable, with proper culture, 


of 


19}. 


of yielding the noble fruits of virtue and 
religion, are in imminent danger of being 
ſown over with infernal tares, and of having 
each heaveuly ſeed entirely choaked in it's 


firſt ſtage of vegetation. And, can we behold 


the dreadful evils to which theſe young 


minds are expoſed, unconcerned, employing 


no means to reſcue them from the jaws of de- 
ſtruction? Shall we abandon them to the 


ſeducing influence of a corrupt world, and 


permit them, without making any aitempts 
for their [piritual guod, to be trained up in 
every vice and impiety? Surely, if we can 
be at all inſtrumental in checking incipient 
corruption and in inſtilling any good Princi- 
ples into their hearts, it behoves us tio ſtep 
forward and to direct arion of our chari- 


ty to ſo valuable an object. 


Theſe untaught minds are, themſelves, in- 


ſenſible of the evils of their ſtate, but as we, 


who have had more experience of human 


life, cannot be inſenſible of them, it is our 
duty to offer them in time, an antidote a- 
gainſt the poiſon of ſin, and to befriend 
thoſe inſtitutions, which, are calculated for 


their 
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their inſtruction. As they cannot obtain 


1 this without us, we ought not, by withold- 
3 ing our benevolence, to ſhut againſt them 

| the door of knowledge. Rather ſhould we, 
F with a truly liberal and chriſtian ſpirit, open 


it wide and entice them to nter in, that 

| they, as well as the Hpring of the rich, may 

[| | From ther childhgod know the holy fcriptures, 

| | | which are able to furniſh them to every good work, 
| and to make them wije unto falvation, (a) 


Having, thus, conſidered the value of the 
28 Poor, and the duties which are owing to 
; j them, from the ſuperior members of the 
| I community; I ſhall proceed, now, to de- 
| ſcribe the good conſequences which are 
likely to flow from the proper diſcharge of 


them, 


Here, it might be remarked, that, to the 
benevolent mind the exerciſe of charity is, 
in itſelf, a glorious reward, that it will en- 

F |. throne us in the hearts of the Poor, and 
procure us the favour of that glorious Being, 


whoſe tender mercies are over all his works, 
{@) 2 Tim, iii. 15. 17, 
At 
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At preſent, however, it is not my intention 
to enlarge on either of theſe ideas, but to 
recommend that particular ſpecies of lihe- 


rality which has in view the education and 


improvement of our infant Poor, by point- 
ing out the benefits which may reſult from 
performing this part of our duty towards 
them, 


In the FIST PTAck: this will be a means 
of reſtraining the progreſs of Vice among 
the lower ranks of Mankind. 


One of the grand ſources of the profligacy 
of the poor is the great neglect, with which 
they are treated, in the early part of life, 
Not, duly, eſtimating their importance, we 


_ expreſs little concern for their moral im- 


provement. Our thoughts may be occupied 
in relieving their bodily wants, but we do 
not, perhaps; reflect on the infinite conſe- 
quence of giving their minds, when in 
their moſt pliable ſtate, a right direction. 
Theſe are left to accidental tuition, which, 


in the preſent corrupt {tate of ſociety, can- 


not but prove, highly, detrimental, For we 
, 
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may, well, compare them to veſſels upon a 
rough and dangerous ſea, without either bal- 
laſt or helm, —liable, every moment, to 
be daſhed upon ſome of thoſe rocks which 
are jutting up all around them. Temptati- 
ons operate before they have any good 
principles given them to abate their force. 
Daily are they expoſed to the enticements of 
vice, to the fatal effects of evil communi- 
cation and to the unreſtrained tyranny of 
their own impetuous paſſions. Hence, vici- 
ous habits become rivgted upon their natures 
and fin acquires dominion in the foul, before, 
the rational faculties can be matured. 


Now, when the heart receives ſo entire 
and deep a ſtain in early life, it is not to be 
wondered at, whatever pains may be taken 
to remove it, if the mark be carried to the 
grave.“ The only way to mend the morals 
of the poor, 1s to lay in their minds, betimes, 
the foundations of religion, To purify the 


9 „ . 
* Quo ſemel eft imbuta recens ſervabit odorem 


Teſta diu. | | 
Hor, Epiſt. Lib. * 2. 


ſlream 


ils 


am 
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ſtream we muſt begin at the fountain-head- 


Thoſe moral diſorders, which break out in 


after life, proceed from infection caught 


in their infant years. It is well known, 


that © in the dawn and liquid dew of youth 


6 contagious blaſtments are moſt imminent ;” 
that many a virtue 1s deſtroyed in it's bud 
for want of ſome ſhelter from the blighting 
winds of the world, —and many a plant, 
that promited to be truitfal, is by neglett, 
converted, like the barren fig-tree, to a mere 
cumbverer of the ground. 


Ey charitably contributing to the educa- 
tion of our infant poor, we ſhall, in the moſt 


effectual manner, counteract the fatal evils 


to which they are expoled; we ſhall form 


their tender minds in a_ right mould and 
farniſh them, by an cariy knuwledge of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, with a divine ſhield where- 
by they may quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked, We ſhall teach them the duty and 
neceſſity of reſiſting fin, and lay the ground- 
work of an holy life in the ſerious remem- 


brance of tlieir Creator in the days of titew 


youth, (a) 


(a) Eccles. xii. 1 1 
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If this matter were, generally, attended to, 
—1f the religious inſtruction of the children 


of the poor were more the object of our 


charities, what happy conſequences would 
flow from it! It would, certainly, diminiſh 
the prevalence of iniquity among the com- 
mon people. We ſhould ſee them becom- 
ing, gradually, leſs corrupt, and more vir- 
tuous, Having their ſenſes early exerciſed 
to difcern between good and evil, they would 
live more according to the dictates of con- 
ſcience. They would not be ſo prone, as 
they now are, to imitate the vices of their 
ſuperiors, but be, ſeriouſly, attentive to the 
regulation of their conduct. 


This leads me to obſerve, | 
SECONDLY: That by diſchargingourduty 


to the poor reſpecting their religious edu- 


cation, or by charitably contributing to the 
early wants of their ſouls, we ſhall render 


them more valuable members of ſociety, 


I have deſcribed the poor as an uſeful 
body of men; but, we muſt not expect, in 


general, to find them ſo, if we ſuffer them to 


be 
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be brought up devoid of religious principles 
For religion, let me add, 1s a thing, not only, 
of private, but of public, utility. It is, abſo- 


lutely, neceſſary to the prevention and re- 


medy of many ſocial evils. This, however, 
in the political world is an exploded ſenti- 
ment ; and penal ſtatutes and civil regula- 
tions are thought ſufficient to reſtrain men 
from groſs enormities and to kecp them 
within the line of their duty, | 


Certain is it, however, that theſe, of 
themſelves, can never produce the effect 


expected from them. Tis impoſſible to 


make thoſe of tlie lower rank good members 


of ſociety independant of religious influence. 
A learned writer very ſenſibly obſerves; that 
& tho' a rule of right may direct the philo- 


& ſopher to a principle of action; and Ae 


& pornt of honor may keep up the thing 
& called manners among gentlemen; yet 
% nothing but religion can ever fix a ſober 
« ſtandard of behaviour amongſt the com- 


«© mon people.“ 


*]Warburton's Div. Leg. Ted. g. dedic. to Ld, 
Mansfield. E. Of 
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Of what vaſt importance is it, then, fo 
initiate the Poor into the knowledge of it! 


By inſtructing them in the fear of the Lord, 


we ſhall, in the moſt effectual manner, ſe- 


cure their obedience to the laws and prompt 


them to the virtuous diſcharge of all their 
relative duties. In the ſeveral capacities, 
in which, we require their aſſiſtance, they 
will be more regular, induſtrious and faith- 


ful; —they will not, then, be inclined to 


feck worldly gain by diſhoneſty and vio- 


ence, and if they ſhould be ſolicited to any 


illicit practice by abandoned individuals, 
this reflection may reſtrain them from the 
actual tranſgreſſion; How can we do this great 
wickedneſs and fin againft God ! (a) 


Let the minds of our Poor be, properly, 
enriched, by means of carly tuition, with the 
purifying doctrines of Chriſtianity, and you 
will greatly increaſe their value tothe ſtate, 


—you will make them better ſervants and 


better ſubjects vou will ſupercede, in ſome 

meaſure, the neceſſity of civil terrors and 

prevent the blood of thouſands being ſpilt 

by the ſword of juſtice. 10 
(a) Gen, xxxix. Qs 
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To this, I muſt add, once more, 
TrixDLY; That by charitably contribu- 


ting to the religious education of the Poor, 


we ſheu train them up for the church of 


_ Chriſt;—prepare them for deriving benefit 


from public inſtruction—and lay the founda- 
tion of their future 1mprovement and ever- 


laſting ſalvation. 


Complaints have been, repeatedly made, 
—of the inethcacy of preaching, —of the de- 


| ſertion of the houſe of God, Hand of the great 


decline of religion: And, it muſt be con- 


felled, that theſe have not been made with- 


out abundant reaſon, But can we wonder 


at this ?—Can we wonder at the growing 


indifference to divine things and at the 


decaying ſtate of the chriſtian church, when 


we reflect, on the general neglect of religi- 
ous education, both among the Rich and 
Poor? Here lies the root of the evil. 
Among the former it is thruſt aſide in order 
to make way for the introduction of polite 


accompliſhments; while the latter, ſceing it 


undervalued by their ſuperiors, conceive it 
| to 


| 
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to be a malter of trivial importance. Hence 


the poor take no pains to inſtruct their child» 


ren, themſelves, nor are, often, anxious to 
have them inſtructed, by others. 


The conſequence of this is eaſy to be 
conceived, Having been neglected in 
youth—having acquired no taſte for reli- 


gion in early life, when grown up to man- 


hood they can extract no pleaſure from it's 


ſervices, nor find any attractions in the 
houſe of God. The habitation of holinefs 
excites in them no devout affections, gor 
raiſes their ſouls on the wings of faith and 
divine love towards heaven, prompting 
them to cry out with the Pfalmiſt, How 
amiable are thy tabernacles O Lord of 
1 7 {a) but is rather the cauſe of 
langor and wearinels, Inſtead, there- 
fore, of frequenting, they fly from it,—in- 
ſtead of aſking what they muſt do to be ſaved ?2 
(% all their thoughts are taken up in the 
mean purſuits of the world. Thus, multi- 
tudes of the poor, by being ſecluded from 
the benefit of goſpel tuition, which thro? 


(a Ps. Ixxxiv. 1. (6 Aces xvi. JO. the 


* — 
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the ſpirit, gives to the heart the ſavour of 
early piety, have taken no kind of delight 


in divine worſhip, but have given theme 


ſelves up to profaneneſs, ſabbath-breaking 


and every immorality. 


Had they, however, on the contrary, been 


ſeriouſly educated, contrary effects would 


probably, have followed. They might 
then, have loved the hatntation of God's houſe 


and the place where his honor dwells, (c) they 


might, then, have been rich in chriſtian 


experience and profitable hearers of the 
holy ſcriptures. But without this, much, | 
I fear, is not to be expected. 


To give efficacy to the admonitions, of 
the pulpit it is neceſſary that the mind be, 
previouſly, fitted for them. The goſpel 


ſeed cannot vegetate, unleſs, the ground he 


prepared for it's reception. Take notice, 
that the uſual reaſonings and addreſſes of 


the chriſtian preacher proceed upon the 


ſuppoſition, of the firſt rudiments of the 


| Goſpel having been already laid in the 
heart; if this, then, be omitted, his words 


(c) Ps, xxvi. 8. cannot 


— 
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cannot go forth with power, but muſt return 
unto him void. (d) In this caſe he can nei- 
ther hope to promote their growth in grace, 
nor to renew them to repentance. But let 
us perform that duty to them, which, we 
have been recommending and he may hope, 
with the divine bleſſing, to accompliſh both, 
It is worthy of particular obſervation in this 
place, that the word of God may ſubdue the 
hearts, and effectuate the converſion of thoſe 
ſinners who have had the foundations of 
religion laid in their youth ; but that there 
18 very little proſpect, indeed, of thoſe being 
reclaimed from vice, who have been cor- 
rupt from their cradles and into whoſe 
breaſts no ſerious principles have, ever, been 
A 


Mould you, then, give ſucceſs to the 
labours of the Chriſtian miniſter ;,—would 
you promote the cauſe of God;—revive the 
declining intereſt of religion—and bring the - 
Poor, at large, to attend to the things which 
belong to their everlaſiing peace, encourage 
thoſe charitable inſtitutions which are in- 


E 
tended to lead them betimes to know the Tord. 
If you are deſirous of bringing this large 
family within the gates of Zion and of 
cauſing them to flourrſh in the courts of their 
God, (a) make fome efforts to infuſe into 


their ſouls, an early tincture of devotion. 


Beſtow on this valuable body, the pious 
care which all, but, more efpecially, it's 
younger members, require, and you will, 


ſurpriſingly, contribute to the general revi- 


val of religion;—the ſabbath will then be 
leſs profaned ;—our churches will, every 
where, be more crouded ;—public worſhip 
will be more inſtrumental to edification and 
converhion;—and inſtead of ſeeing . wiſdom's 
« path with only here and there a traveller,” 
we ſhall behold many preſſing forward in 


this road which leadeth to everlaſting life. (b) 


Now from theſe truths, to which I have 
taken the liberty of exciting your attention, 


1 may clearly infer—the great importance 


of all thoſe inflitutions which are intended 
for the ſerious inſtruction of our infant 
(a) Ps. xcii. 13. (b) Matthi. vii. 13. 14. 
e poor 5 


(63 


Poor, and proceed, with ſome degree of 
| propriety, to recommend THE CHARITY= 


SCHOOL IN GRAVEL-LANE, SOUTH= 
WARK, for which I am, at this time, to 
ſolicit your contributions, as, peculiarly, 


worthy of your patronage and ſupports 


The foundation of it was laid in the yeat 
1687, in the reign of King James the ſecond, 


when a ſchool was ſet up by one Poulten, a 


Jeſuit, and public notice was given; that he 
would inſtruct the children of the poor 
gralis. Upon which Mr. Arthur Shallet, 


Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdinando 


Holland, laid the foundation of this ſchool, 
to avoid the dangerous conſequences of a 
popiſh ſchool, and provide for the inſtruc- 
tion of the children of the poor in the 


proteſtant way. 


The number of ſcholars at firſt was 40. 


Afterwards it increaſed to 30; but now is 


200. They are taught to read; write and cy- 
pher; and the girls are prepared by ſuitable 
qualifications for the ſtations and offices of 


induſtry. All are inſtructed in the princi- 


ples. 
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ples of our common chriſtianity; and there» 


by qualified for the ſervice of God and man; 
Alt may be ſaid to be the firſt ſchool the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in 


and here objects are received without diſ- 
tinction of parties, the common good be- 


ing intended. 


It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts 


of this city, and the children of the moſt in- 
digent, ſuch as, Watermen, Fiſhermen, and 


others are here taught, without any ex- 
pence to their parents, and are furniſhed 


with ſpelling books, teſtaments, catechiſms, 


writing, and cypheritig books, 


The charges have been defrayed by the 


giſts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, 
with one annual collection at this place, 


and the kind remembrance of the ſaid ſchool, 

by ſome in their laſt wills, 

This brief hiſtory, which it is cuſtomary 

to read, once a year, from the pulpit, of the 

Gravel Lane Free-School, unfolds the o- 

pinion, which that artful body of men, who 
is 
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ſo well underſtood human nature, the Jeſu- 
its, had of the mighty influence of EDUCA- 
TION. Well did they know, that if an 
opportunity were given them to mould the 
tender mind according to the tenets of the 
Romiſh faith, it would long retain the im- 
preſſion, and that it would be then an eaſy 
thing to ſecure it's future attachment. 


Upon this principle Poulton, one of that 
fraternity, offered to inſtruct youth; and 
had he not been oppoſed, he might have 
met with conſiderable ſucceſs. The inſti- 
tution, therefore, of this ſchool does great 
credit to it's founders; whoſe names we 
cannot but mention with applauſe. And 
though the original cauſe of it be, now, 
done away though we are under no great 
alarm from Popery ; yet, as we have reaſon 
to be under the moſt ſerious apprehenſions, 
from the daily progreſs of profligacy and 
wickedneſs of every kind among the low- 
er ſort, it would, in my humple opinion, 
be a ſad want of patriotiſm in a reproach 
to the Diſſenters, were they to ſuffer this 
inſtitution, in which, they, firſt, ſhewed 
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their zeal for the promotion of religion a- 


mong our infant poor, to decline. 


—The part of this overgrown Metropo- 
lis, in which the ſchool is placed, is an- 
other conſideration why it ought to be kept 


up and encouraged, If, as the diſciples of 
Chriſt, we are to have compaſſion on the igno- 
rant and them that are out of the way; (a) 


how loudly do the children of watermen, 
lightermen, fiſhermen &c, among whom 
the groſſeſt ignorance profaneneſs and im- 
picty abound, demand our benevolent in- 


terpoſition ! 


Can it then be neceſſary to uſe many 
words to recommend the charity for 


which IJ am now an advocate? The moft 


languid eloquence, on ſuch a ſubject, muſt 
warm the generous mind. Look, ye who 
have come this day within theſe walls, to 


the number [ b of poor and helpleſs youth 
who appear before you to ſolicit your 
_ aſſiſtance in training them up to uſeful- 


neſs in this world and to happineſs in the 
(a) Heb. v. 2. (b) 200. 


next, 
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next, and then, unleſs you have hearts of 
adamant, you cannot refuſe to throw your 
mite into their treaſury. TY 


To ſuppoſe you can reject their applica- 
tion would be to caſt a reflection on your 
feelings as men, and on your principles as 
Chriſtians, Though I am here appointed 
their Counſellor to plead their cauſe I will 
not do it in this way. Rather will I ſuppoſe 
that, previous to this addreſs, you are diſ- 
poſed to afford them that relief which their 
circumſtances ſo much require; that you 
view them with chriſtian pity and are 
anxious like your Bleſſed Lord, that none 
of theſe little ones ſhould periſh. (a) And 
taking this for granted, I have nothing | 
more to do, than to appeal to the humane 


Z Th and generous ſentiments of your boſoms. Ta 
15 008 you belong the nobleſt ſatisfaction and the 
be! moſt exquiſite pleaſure. Narraw and con- 
il tracted ſouls may well envy your ſenſations, 
and were they acquainted with the luxury 


ki! af charity, ſelf love would induce them to 
I 1 be your imitators. | 


1 . (8) Matth. xviii. 14. 
| How: 


4 „ 
How great muſt be your ſatisfaction, in 
having an opportunity, this day of reſem- 
bling your Saviour in the moſt ſtriking fea. 
ture of his character, by contributing to the 
virtue and happineſs of immortal ſouls! 
And may you not entertain the pleaſing 
hope, that ſome of theſe young perſons 
will appear to your everlaſting honour 


at the Laſt Day,—will appear on your 


behalf, when the Judge ſhall call you to 
give an account of your ſtewardſiip, —owning 
you as having been inſtrumental, with the 
divine bleſſing, to their being plucked as 
brands out of the burning and conducted in 
the way of ſalvation, —-and procure for 


you the glorious plaudit of wel! done good 


and faithful Servants ( 


By benevolence, directed to fuch an ob- 


ject, you may be, truly, ſaid to lend to the 


Lord (c) and may expect to be abundantly 
repaid at the reſurrection of the Fuft. You 
will, hereby, acquire a ſpewes of riches, 
which time cannot diminiſh nor death take 


away. Theſe are the true riches which Wiſ⸗ 


(2) Matth, xxv. 21. (c) Prov, xix. 17. 
5 | dom. 
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(38) 


dom exhorts you principally to ſeek after, 


All other will be of little value. Your 
preſent life is, but, —ſhort ;—your connec- 
tion with the good things of this worlds 
but, —momentary. Your nobleſt being lies 
beyond the grave. Endeavour then, as you 
are paſſing down the ſtream of time, to lay up 
in ftore for. Eternity. Endeavour, by a wiſe 
and generous application of the mutable and 
periſhing objects of this ſublunary ſtate, 
to extract that, from them, which will be 
permanent and everlaſting. Let it be your 
aim to be rich towards God and to make 
him your portion by dwelling in love (a). 


—Then, you may ſurvey the rapid pro- 
greſs of time and meditate on life's pre- 


carious tenure, without gloomy apprehen- 


fions ;—then things to come, as well as things 
preſent are yours, (b) Death, which deprives 


the Worldling of his all, will condu& you 


to celeſtial riches; in the day of Judgment 
your glorificd Lord will acknowledge you 
{a) John, i. 4. 16. ( Cor. i, 8. + 


to 


10 


(39) 


to be the men whom he delights to honour, and 


the benevolent ſpirits of heaven welcome 


you into everlaſting habitations. 
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